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At the north pole of Earth, lies the Arctic Region. It is made up of ocean and ice and surrounded by                                         
Russia, Canada, Norway, Greenland, and the USA. Passages of water located between the pole and                             
continental mainlands are usable for merchant ships when the ice melts during the summer season.                             
Global warming and increasing temperatures have caused ice sheets to decrease in size, thus allowing                             
these routes to remain navigable for longer periods of time. As this happens, the northern countries                               
are in the pursuit of controlling a potential trade route that can significantly reduce time travel for                                 
ships moving between Asian and Western markets. This route has a huge potential for the trading                               
market.  

 

 
The Arctic is believed to be prosperous in natural resources, having control over this area has                               

been a priority for the countries that make up the Arctic Circle, the ones mentioned above. These                                 
nations have established several strategies to claim strategic parts of the region, one of the most                               
recent ones is proving the extension of their continental shelf. A continental shelf is a part of a                                   
country’s overall landmass; it is just covered by the ocean. Investigations have been conducted by the                               
countries interested, in order to gather information on the extension of their continental shelf. Claims                             
have already been submitted, but as of 2019, only Norway’s claims have been recognized. Russia,                             
Denmark (via Greenland), and Canada have submitted claims that overlap significantly and that are                           
waiting for approval. However, the committee is only meant to validate the data gathered, not                             
establish new borders. Countries must have their diplomats negotiate the distribution of the area. As                             
of September 2019, they have failed to reach an agreement.  

Military exercises have been conducted by Russia in the Arctic Region, as well as building                             
military bases and reconditioning old Soviet facilities near the northern coastline. This situation has                           
gotten into deeper tights with China, which also seems to be very interested in having influence in the                                   
region. In 2019 the annual report of the Pentagon included for the first time a section about the Arctic                                     
and warned of the risks of growing Chinese presence, including the possible militarization of the                             
region in the near future. 

 
The Case with China: 
China is not a current member of the Arctic Circle. The Chinese have been swiftly increasing                               

their influence and also have built scientific facilities in Iceland, as well as partnered with an                               
Australian company to study and extract resources off glaciers in Greenland. Most importantly, the                           
country has also gotten into deeper tights with Russia, and in June 2019 the two nations signed a                                   
cooperation treaty to work in the region.  

 
Russia´s “Provocative Actions”:  
 



The Russian Federation has been updating military equipment in the region. Military bases,                         
radar systems, anti-air missiles, submarines, and a squadron of SU-34 fighter jets are operating and                             
patrolling it. Nothing can travel through the Northern Sea Route without Russia knowing. There was a                               
mobilization of over 30,000 troops to be part of a series of military exercises that have an undeclared                                   
purpose. The Kremlin has been also causing international concern, as intelligence shows tests for a                             
nuclear-powered missile that could in theory have an unlimited range. The Russian government has                           
denied answering any questions on the topic, even after a reported accident with the project that                               
resulted in the death of at least 5 engineers. These are not the first controversial events in the Arctic                                     
region by the Russian Federation. In 2007 they sent an unmanned submarine to plant a flag                               
underwater below the North Pole, with the explorers declaring “The Arctic is ours.” Canada has also                               
reported several incursions of Russian planes flying over North Canadian waters. More than once                           
these have been intercepted and escorted away by Canadian F-18 fighter planes.   

 
USA Perception:  
The American government has been actively calling for the attention of the international                         

community regarding the actions of Russia, China, and even Canada. The US Secretary of State has                               
deemed the continental shelf claims of these countries as “illegitimate” and said that their activities in                               
the north are to be “examined closely”.  

 
What Else is at Stake?: 
A US-led geological study threw previously unknown information that might be key to                         

understanding why countries are willing to invest in controlling as much of the Arctic regions as                               
possible. The study estimates that the Arctic might hold up to 1,670 trillion cubic feet of natural gas                                   
and 90 billion barrels of oil, equaling 30 percent of the world's undiscovered gas and 13 percent of its                                     
undiscovered oil. These resources will be ever more recoverable and easier to transport because of                             
the increasing facilitation of access to the Northwest Passage, which was once mostly frozen                           
throughout the year and navigable only by heavy-duty icebreakers. With these resources being                         
basically up for grabs, countries are using strategies such as the continental shelf claims to try and get                                   
legitimate access to extract them.  

 
 
 

 
As tensions increase and the ice continues to melt, it is important that as the representatives of some                                   
of the world’s most powerful economies, the members of the Group of 20 are capable of reaching an                                   
agreement on what must be done in order to prevent any possible conflict in the area, while at the                                     
same time avoiding to affect legitimate commerce operations already taking place.   
 
   



 

POINTS TO CONSIDER 
 
Why is control over the Arctic so important? 
Why does the US see the increasing presence of China and Russia in the Arctic as a threat? 
What measures should be taken to avoid further conflict? 
Questionnaire:  
What is my country’s position?  
How can my country help  
What are my country’s policies?  
Which countries can my delegation work with?  
What are three possible solutions? 
 
 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
A. What is my country’s position? 
B. What are my country’s policies? 
C. What can my country do to solve this issue? 
D. Which countries can my delegation work with? 
E. What are three possible solutions? 
F. What has been done to solve the problem? 
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